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ROBERT BATES  
President, Magnolia LTC Management Services  
Secretary, Continuing Care Risk Retention Group  
 

Robert Bates he earned his skilled nursing 
administrator's license in 1980.  Robert worked as 
an Administrator, Regional Director and V.P. of 
operations, and Director of Risk Management 
Member. Robert also worked as a consultant, 
providing oversight for underwriting, risk 

management and claims services to a multi-state 
acute hospital chain and numerous long-term care 

operations. Robert was  the Captive Insurance company Officer and the 
Director who developed a program for workers' compensation and    
PL & GL liability insurance program(s) for LTC facilities.  
 
In May 2003, Robert joined forces with two other individuals to create 
Magnolia LTC Management Services Inc. (Magnolia), a firm specializing 
in senior care facility insurance products, LTC claims administration and 
risk management. As President, he oversees the underwriting, pre- and 
post-risk assessment, and ongoing risk management of multi-level long-
term care facilities.  
 
Magnolia serves as the program manager for Continuing Care RRG Inc., 
a nationwide mutual insurance company developed to meet the PL & GL 
needs of the long-term care profession. In cooperation with Cooperative 
of American Physicians Inc., Robert helped pioneer the innovative Long-
Term Care Claims-Paid™ policy form utilized by Continuing Care in 
addition to Claims Made which in 2023 will celebrate its 20th year 
anniversary.  
 
Robert serves as Continuing Care's Secretary and member of the BOD. 
He stays active with local, state and national politics and professional 
trade organizations dedicated to long-term care. 
  



ANDREW BEARDALL 
COO & General Counsel 
Government Technology Insurance Company, RRG (GOVTECH) 
 

Mr. Beardall is one of the founding partners of the 
Government Technology Insurance Company Risk 
Retention Group (GovTech) and in house General 
Counsel to the Capital Group, a Metro area 
Financial and Benefits Consulting Firm.  As one of 
the Founders of GovTech, Mr. Beardall helped 

develop the IT industry centric model that was used 
in creating policies, underwriting guidelines and 

coverage.  His outside legal practice includes acting as advisor to 
individuals and companies including insurance agencies, political 
campaigns, non profits, insurance companies, telecommunications 
companies, restaurants, retail shops, and students. Mr. Beardall has 
lectured on topics including insurance regulation, the Affordable Care 
Act, criminal law, commercial law, and personal and professional 
development to various organizations.   Mr. Beardall is a member of the 
American Bar Association and Maryland State Bar Association.  Mr. 
Beardall is a graduate of the University of Maryland with a degree in 
Biology, the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences with a 
graduate degree in Neuroscience, and a cum laude graduate of the 
Columbus School of Law at Catholic University. 
 
 
SANDY BIGGLESTONE, CPA, CFE, CPM, APIR 
Deputy Commissioner – Captive Insurance Division 
State of Vermont – Department of Financial Regulation 
 

Sandy is Deputy Commissioner of the Captive 
Insurance Division of the Vermont Department of 
Financial Regulation.  She is responsible for the 
administration and regulation of captive insurance 
companies and risk retention groups.  
  

Having been with the Division since 1997, Sandy 
has 25 years of experience regulating captive 

insurance. She was appointed as Deputy Commissioner effective 
September 1, 2022, after serving as a principal staff member to her 
predecessor for 14 years.  
  



Sandy is a Certified Public Accountant, Certified Financial Examiner, a 
Certified Public Manager with the State of Vermont, and earned an 
Associate Professional in Insurance Regulation designation from the 
National Association of Insurance Commissioners.  
 
In 2018, Sandy was a recipient of the Women to Watch Award presented 
by Business Insurance for her leadership, expertise, and 
accomplishments in the captive insurance industry.   
 
The 2022 Captive Review Power 50, which recognizes the most 
influential professionals in the global captive insurance industry, named 
Sandy at #9.   
 
MONICA BIRCHMORE 
Senior Captive Account Manager 
Hylant 
 

Monica has been involved in the captive industry 
since 2015 and joined Hylant in June 2020.  She 
obtained her CPA license in 2018 and is in the 
process of obtaining her Associates of Captive 
(ACI) designation. Monica has been named twice 
as top Emerging Talent by Captive Insurance 

Times and was a finalist for Emerging Talent 
Service Professional of the Year through the Captive 

Review Awards. She has experience with multiple domiciles and captive 
structures and is involved in Emerging Leaders Task Force in Vermont 
and the CICA Amplify Women Initiative. 
 
MICHAEL E. BRENNAN 
Senior Vice President – Casualty Facultative Program Manager 
General Reinsurance Corporation  
 

Mike began his career with Gen Re in 1995 as a 
Casualty Facultative underwriter in Kansas City. In 
1998 he transferred to the Boston office where he 
continued to focus on individual risk underwriting. 
In 2009, Mike shifted his attention to the 
development of Program capabilities within Cas 

Fac, and is currently the Casualty Facultative 
Program Manager for North America.  

 
Mike graduated from Williams College with a BA in Economics in 1995. 



DANIELLE BROWN 
Captive Account Manager 
Hylant 
 

Danielle joined Hylant in January 2021. She has over 
four years of experience in the captive industry. 
Danielle completed her Associate in Captive 
Insurance (ACI) in May of 2022. Danielle is 
involved in the Emerging Leaders Committee in 
Vermont and the CICA NextGen Initiative.  

 
 

 
 
LISA CURSHELLAS 
Attorney  
Cunningham Meyer & Vedrine 
 

Lisa is a partner at Cunningham, Meyer & Vedrine. 
For over 20 years, she has defended high 
exposure cases with catastrophic damages in a 
broad spectrum of civil litigation, including 
professional liability, commercial litigation, product 
liability and nursing home litigation. She handles all 

aspects of cases from presuit investigations to trial. 
Her attention to detail and ability to see the big picture 

has helped her win numerous summary judgments and obtain dismissals 
for her clients prior to trial. Lisa is currently licensed to practice in Illinois, 
Indiana and California and is a frequent speaker regarding the litigation 
process and risk management. 
 
 
TED DAVEY 
Director 
Gallagher Re 
 

Having spent many years in the London market Ted 
joined Gallagher Re in 2020. His insurance life 
started in placing direct and fac accounts before 
moving into treaty reinsurance at Thompson 
Graham (subsequently Jardine Thompson 
Graham) producing and placing Lloyd’s syndicate 

reinsurance programmes. In 1985 Ted moved to 



Minet Re to work on North American P&C accounts. In 1987 he was 
asked to rejoin Jardine Thompson Graham’ North American P&C and 
produced and placed various property and casualty programmes. In the 
last fifteen years Ted has focused on US casualty business. In 2009 
RFIB Group asked Ted to join their new Alternative Risk team focused 
on casualty coverage especially with regard to Ted’s experience in the 
creation of various Risk Retention Groups and captives.      
 
 
JOSEPH E. DEEMS 
Executive Director  
National Risk Retention Association  
 

Until his agreement to serve as Executive Director, 
Joe Deems served as a member and officer on the 
Board of Directors of NRRA. He continues to serve 
as Chairman of the NRRA Government Affairs 
Committee (GAC), which he took over in 2008. 
The GAC generates and manages NRRA’s 

response to all developing regulatory or legislative 
changes and judicial matters that would adversely 

impact risk retention and purchasing groups across the country.   
 
Joe has over 40 years’ experience as a transactional and trial attorney — 
the latter in both state and federal courts, with an emphasis on 
commercial and tort, insurance law, and defense litigation. He has been 
in private practice since 1978 as Deems Law Offices in California. For six 
years, he also served as General Counsel to a risk retention group. 
Among a multitude of other law-related and community activities, Joe 
has served as International Justice (Chairman), General Counsel, and a 
member on the Executive Board of Directors of Phi Alpha Delta Law 
Fraternity, International.  
 
Joe received his J.D. from Southwestern University School of Law and a 
B.A. from Loyola University of Los Angeles.  
  



DALE DIAMOND 
Director of Claims 
NAMIC Insurance Company, Inc 
 

Dale Diamond is a J.D. and Registered Professional 
Liability Underwriter with more than 30 years’ 
experience in the insurance industry.  He practiced 
at a prestigious Chicago law firm as an appellate, 
insurance coverage and bad faith defense lawyer.  
Dale has also handled complex professional 

liability, employment practices, D&O and cyber 
liability claims, in addition to managing teams of claim 

professionals.  He has also served as a professional liability and EPLI 
Product Line Leader and Regional Underwriting Director, responsible for 
the overall underwriting profitability of multi-million dollar books of 
business.  Dale is currently Claim Director for NAMIC Insurance 
Company, Inc.  (NAMICO), an insurance company owned by the 
National Association of Mutual Insurance Companies and its members.  
 

CHRISTOPHER DIEMEL 
Managing Editor & Publisher 
The Risk Retention Reporter 
 

Christopher Diemel is the managing editor and 
publisher of the Risk Retention Reporter family of 
publications. The Risk Retention Reporter, which 
was founded by Karen Cutts in 1987, has provided 
news and resource materials to the risk retention 
group industry and purchasing group industry for 

over 30 years.  
Christopher joined the Risk Retention Reporter in 

2013 and took on an editorial role in January 2014. In November 2019, 
Christopher purchased the Risk Retention Reporter from long-time 
publisher James Cutts. 
 
 
  



COLIN DONOVAN 
President 
STICO Mutual Insurance Company, a RRG 
 

Colin Donovan is the President of STICO Mutual 
Insurance Company, RRG. STICO Mutual 
specializes in providing general liability, pollution 
liability, and contractual liability insurance to 150 
storage tank, process vessel, and related 
equipment manufacturers and petroleum 

equipment contractors throughout the nation.   
 

STICO Mutual was formed in 1988 during the liability insurance crisis 
and has been a stable source of liability coverage for its members ever 
since.  STICO Mutual has maintained a 95% membership retention rate 
and 32% loss ratio since its formation.  It has also returned over $5.8 
million in policyholder dividends to its members over its history. 
 
 
SANFORD “SANDY” ELSASS  
Industry Executive, Retired 
 

Sanford “Sandy” Elsass recently retired and consults 
to the insurance industry.  He served for three 
years (2012-2015) as Chairman of the National 
Risk Retention Association and received the 
lifetime achievement award from NRRA.  Sandy 
became involved in the risk retention sector when 

he formed and managed risk retention groups to 
serve the long-term care industry, physicians and 

nurses.  Over the past 30 years, Sandy has held senior positions in the 
insurance industry.  He was CEO of Montgomery & Collins, one of the 
five largest insurance wholesalers in the U.S.  He grew the company 
over six years and arranged its sale to Marsh McLennan in 1999.  Sandy 
began his insurance career with MacIntyre, Fay & Thayer in Newton, 
Massachusetts, which grew into one of the top 50 insurance agencies in 
the country under his leadership. He continues to be involved in several 
non-profit charities.  
 
  



COLLEEN GRAHAM 
Claims Consultant 
Constellation, Inc. 
 

With over 30 years of experience as a Claim 
Consultant, Colleen Graham brings a wealth of 
knowledge in Professional Liability claim handling. 
 
In her current role, Colleen manages claims 
brought against Constellation's customers and 

confidently assists clinicians with reducing risk and 
improving outcomes through education and learning 

from adverse events. She is passionate about serving customers and 
works tirelessly to alleviate any stress associated with the claim process 
while reaching the best possible resolution for all involved in a harm 
event. Colleen is proud to support clinicians and care teams so they can 
provide the best care possible. 
 
 
NANCY L. GRAY  
Regional Managing Director – Americas  
Aon Insurance Managers  
 

Nancy is the Regional Managing Director – Americas 
for Aon Captive & Insurance Management. She is 
responsible for Aon’s captive and insurance 
management operations in the United States, 
Bermuda, Cayman, Barbados, and Vancouver. 
Nancy also acts as a senior advisor to several 

large captives and assists new clients in evaluating 
and implementing captive programs.  

 
 
In her 25+ years of experience, Nancy has developed extensive 
expertise within the captive industry. As a captive consultant, she 
provides innovative solutions and ideas for clients looking to establish or 
expand their existing captives, or to deal with coverage challenges or 
regulatory hurdles. Nancy has an excellent knowledge of captive 
regulations across the global domiciles and of compliance issues 
impacting captive insurance companies 
 
  



JOHN P. GRAZIANO 
Managing Director 
Aon  
 

J.P. Graziano joined Aon Reinsurance in February 
2022, after more than 14 years with Aon’s 
Commercial Risk and Health practice. Within 
Reinsurance solutions, J.P. is a member of the 
Treaty Reinsurance team for Property and 
Casualty, with specialization in professional lines 

such as Cyber and Intellectual Property. 
Additionally, JP is partnering with our Insurance 

Company Vertical to help facilitate Delivering Aon United opportunities 
for clients, bringing all resources and expertise available from the firm. 
During that time, his roles included the sales leadership for the Chicago 
market, client executive and business development work, and 
management liability brokerage with a specialization in Directors and 
Officers Liability. In addition to his insurance experience, JP has worked 
in the investment banking, technology and compliance, and non-profit 
and education sectors. JP is a graduate from Georgetown University’s 
Edmund A Walsh School of Foreign Service. 
 
 
JONATHAN HABART 
Director, Captive Insurance 
State of Tennessee Dept. of Commerce & Insurance 
 

Jonathan Habart serves as the Director of Captive 
Insurance of the Tennessee Department of 
Commerce and Insurance. Prior to his promotion 
to the role of Director, he held various positions 
with the Department including, Assistant Director 
of Captive Insurance, Captive Management 

Specialist, and Insurance Examiner. Before joining 
the Department in 2016, he spent 2 years with the 

Tennessee Department of Finance & Administration as an accountant.  
 
As Director of the Captive Insurance team, he oversees the regulation of 
captive insurance companies and acts as a liaison between the State 
and captive insurance industry.  He is very proud to bring a strong 
background in customer service, having spent more than a decade 
working in Nashville’s world class hospitality industry. A trait which he 
has instilled in his team of 15 captive professionals.  



 
Jonathan is a certified public accountant who attended Middle 
Tennessee State University, one of more than 20 colleges and 
universities found in the area. He and his wife Diana are raising 2 
beautiful daughters, Evelyn and Lavender, and are proud to call Middle 
Tennessee home.  
 
 
JOHN HACKETT 
Partner 
Cassiday Schade LLP 
 

John D. Hackett is a Partner of the firm’s Chicago office. He 
concentrates his practice on complex insurance coverage 
litigation matters, with an emphasis on preparation of 

opinion letters, all phases of declaratory judgment 
litigation and regulatory/underwriting matters. John 
also has extensive experience with risk retention 
groups, self-insured retentions and all types of 

insurance policies, including general liability, 
professional liability, employers’ liability, excess and personal lines. He 
has litigated matters in Illinois, Missouri, California, New York, Florida, 
Texas, Louisiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Indiana and Georgia. 
 
John frequently presents on topics relating to insurance issues, and was 
named as chair of the Insurance Law Committee for the Illinois 
Association of Defense Trial Counsel in 2014. He has received 
designations from both Chartered Property and Casualty Underwriters 
(CPCU) and Associate in Risk Management (ARM).  He is a member of 
and holds leadership positions in several professional organizations 
including the American Bar Association, Chicago Bar Association and 
Event Director for the Chicago Chapter of the Claims & Litigation 
Management Alliance. 
 
While in law school, John served as the Notes and Comments editor 
for the DePaul University Law Review. 
 
  



JENNIFER HAMILTON 
President & CEO 
NAMIC Insurance Company, Inc. 
 

Jennifer Hamilton is the President and CEO of 
NAMIC Insurance Company, Inc., which provides 
professional liability coverage to members in the 
mutual insurance industry including Insurance 
Company Professional Liability, Directors and 
Officers Liability, Cyber Liability, and Insurance 

Agent Errors and Omissions.  Jennifer has worked 
in professional liability coverage for over fifteen years, 

with seven years as a practicing coverage defense attorney.  As an 
attorney in Wilson Elser’s New York office, Jennifer represented 
international insurance companies in multimillion-dollar Directors and 
Officers coverage litigation.  Jennifer also represented carriers in 
coverage litigation involving Fidelity Bond and Employment Practices 
Coverage.  Prior to becoming President, Jennifer served as the Vice 
President of Claims for NAMICO.  
 
 
JON HARKAVY 
General Counsel 
Risk Services, LLC (RSLLC) 
 

For decades, Jon Harkavy has been an advocate in 
the legal and political arenas on behalf of captive 
clients and the alternative insurance market 
community. Risk Services is one of the largest 
captive managers of risk retention groups in the 
U.S. He served as Director of Governmental 

Affairs and General Counsel to the Risk and 
Insurance Management Society (RIMS), where he 

played a key role in the enactment of the Federal Liability Risk Retention 
Act Amendments of 1986.   
 
Jon also served as Chair of the Vermont Captive Insurance Association 
(VCIA), and Chair of the American Bar Association’s Self Insurers Risk 
Managers Committee. He is currently the Board Director of Nevada 
Captive Insurance Association and the National Risk Retention 
Association (NRRA), and serves on the faculty of the International 
Center for Captive Education (ICCIE).   
 



Jon is a published author in numerous trade publications and a recipient 
of the 2013 National Risk Retention’s Karen Cutts Visionary Award, 
presented at the association’s 26th annual conference. 
 
 
BILL HODSON 
Managing Member & Owner  
Gulfstream Risk Advisors, LLC 
 

Bill Hodson has over 35 years of Property & Casualty 
reinsurance, Program and Alternative Risk broking 
and consulting experience. Bill literally grew up in 
the reinsurance business, and began his career 
training in London, with a prominent Lloyd’s 
intermediary firm and two Lloyd’s of London 

syndicates. Throughout his career, Bill has held 
senior executive and/or partnership roles at multi- 

national, middle-market and boutique intermediary and captive 
management firms. 
 
As Founder and Managing Member of Gulfstream Risk Advisors, LLC, 
Bill’s focus is on full-service intermediary and consulting services to all 
specialist writers of insurance, including captives and risk retention 
groups. 
 
 
THOMAS HOLZHEU 
Chief Economist Americas  
Swiss Re Institute 
 

As Chief Economist for the Americas and Deputy 
Head of Group Economic Research and Strategy, 
Thomas is responsible for the Swiss Re Institute’s 
economic and insurance market research for the 
Americas. This includes the sigma studies — 
Swiss Re’s research series on the insurance 

industry — and various other publications. 
 

Thomas and his team support Swiss Re’s strategic planning with 
analysis and forecasts of the macroeconomic environment, as well as of 
the insurance and reinsurance markets. Recent areas of research 
include the impact of climate change, technology and social inflation on 
future risk pools; the impact of inflation on insurance; noneconomic 



liability claims drivers such as litigation funding, de-risking global supply 
chains, resilience and protection gaps; and innovation and insurability. 
 
Thomas joined the Swiss Re Group in 1990 and has worked in Germany, 
Switzerland, and the U.S. Prior experience includes marketing services, 
treaty underwriting, corporate development, and competitor analysis. 
 
Thomas graduated from the University of Munich with an M.S. and a 
Ph.D. in economics. 
 
 
MICHAEL B. KADISH 
Shareholder 
The Kadish Law Group, P.C. 
 

Michael Kadish is a founding shareholder of The 
Kadish Law Group, P.C.  Michael’s practice 
focuses on a wide range of complex insurance, 
business, and employment law-related matters. He 
represents companies and individuals from a 
diverse group of industries, including the 

insurance, entertainment, transportation, and 
information technology fields.  Representative LRRA 

matters include:  
 
Allied Professionals Insurance Company v. Anglesey, 952 F.3d 1131 
 (9th Cir. 2020) Mr. Kadish successfully argued that Washington’s anti-
arbitration statute was preempted by the Liability Risk Retention Act of 
1986 and that the carrier’s arbitration provision does not fall within the 
Act’s exception for state laws regarding deceptive, false, or fraudulent 
acts or practices. 
 
Attorneys Liability Protection Society, Inc. v. Ingaldson Fitzgerald, P.C., 
838 F.3d 976 (9th Cir. 2016) – For amicus curiae the National Risk 
Retention Association, Mr. Kadish successfully argued that Alaska’s 
prohibition on reimbursement of fees and costs incurred by a carrier 
defending a non-covered claim offends the broad preemption language 
of Liability Risk Retention Act of 1986. 
  
Wadsworth v. Allied Professionals Ins. Co., 748 F.3d 100 (2d Cir. 2014) - 
Mr. Kadish successfully argued that New York’s direct-action statute was 
preempted by the Liability Risk Retention Act of 1986 as to foreign risk 
retention groups operating in the state.  



 
Speece v. Allied Professionals Insurance Company, 289 Neb. 75 (2014) 
– As a member of The Cigel Law Group, Michael authored the winning 
brief before the Nebraska Supreme Court successfully arguing the 
state’s anti-arbitration statute was preempted by the Liability Risk 
Retention Act of 1986. 
 
STEVE KINION 
Captive Insurance Director 
Oklahoma Insurance Department  
 

After leaving the Department, Steve joined the 
Farmers Insurance Group where he served as its 
legislative director for Oklahoma. Steve then joined 
the Springfield, Illinois based law firm Zack Stamp, 
Ltd., where he is a partner today. His practice 
focuses on the areas of insurance regulation and 

compliance, insurance law, employee benefits, 
insurer taxation, insurance company insolvencies, and 

captive insurance. 
 
From 2009 to 2022, Steve served on a contract basis as the director of 
the Delaware Insurance Department Bureau of Captive and Financial 
Insurance Products. During his tenure, Delaware grew to be the third 
largest U.S. captive domicile and the world’s fifth largest. Delaware’s 
captive insurers generate more than $5.4 billion of annual premium and 
hold $49.5 billion of assets. 
 
In 2013, Delaware was named as the U.S. Onshore Captive Domicile of 
the Year by Captive Review magazine. From 2014 through 2017, 
Captive Review named Steve Kinion as one of the five most influential 
figures in the global captive industry. Captive Review also named Steve 
as the inaugural recipient of the Captive Industry Advocate in 2016, due 
to his advocacy on behalf of captive insurance. 
 
Steve is very involved in regulatory issues concerning captive insurance 
companies: This involvement includes active participation in matters 
before the National Association of Insurance Commissioners. For 
example, he chaired the subgroup that redrafted the purchasing group 
provisions in the Risk Retention and Risk Purchasing Group Handbook.  
 
Steve believes in service: He is an officer in the United States Army 
Reserve, holding the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 



 
CAPTAIN,TIMOTHY KINSELLA, JR., USN (RET)  
Retired, Director 
University of West Florida 
 

Captain Tim “Lucky” Kinsella, USN (Ret), joined the 
University of West Florida as the Director of the 
Aylstock, Witkin, Kreis & Overholtz Center for 
Leadership at the University of West Florida 
College of Business, after more than 33 years of 
service in the United States Navy. 

 
A graduate of the United States Naval Academy and 

of the University of San Diego, Tim served as a Naval Aviator and flew 
helicopters all over the world, including several combat deployments to 
the Middle East. He also served two tours in the Pentagon, and with 
NATO in Belgium. Most recently Tim was Commanding Officer of Naval 
Air Station Pensacola, where he led the installation through a 
devastating terrorist attack that claimed three lives and wounded nine 
others, a catastrophic hurricane that caused more than $500M in 
damages, and a global pandemic.  
 
His numerous awards include the Daedalian Award for Distinguished 
Airmanship, the Navy League of the United States John Paul Jones 
Award for Inspirational Leadership, the Valley Forge Freedom’s 
Foundation George Washington Honor Medal for Public 
Communications, and the Director of the FBI’s Community Leadership 
Award.  
 
 
CHRISTINA KINDSTEDT 
Managing Director 
Advantage Insurance Management (USA) LLC 
 

Christina Kindstedt provides strategic risk 
management at the intersection of risk, finance and 
Insurtech.  Her clientele, within and outside the 
US, ranges from Fortune 500 to small non-profits.  
Her team of seasoned insurance professionals 
form and manage programs including but not 

limited to: pure captives, cell captives, group 
captives, RRGs and RPGs.  For companies that 

consider alternative risk transfers, Christina conducts feasibility studies 



and formation services.  For companies with existing captives, Christina 
provides strategic review, expanded use analysis and improvement 
plans.  She has developed and implemented detailed underwriting, 
financial control and claims administrative procedures for her clients.   
 
 
MATT KUNISH 
Chief Business Development Officer 
Riverstone a Fairfax Company  
 

Matt Kunish is the Chief Business Development 
Officer at RiverStone, a group of insurance, 
reinsurance, and service companies specializing in 
the acquisition and management of legacy 
business and alternative risk insurance liabilities. 
With over 30 years of insurance industry 

experience, Matt leads the Business Development 
unit of the Acquisitions, Actuarial, Data Science and 

Analytics groups. Prior to RiverStone, he worked at Crum & Forster for 
10 years, the last six years as Chief Actuary. Before that Matt was a 
consulting actuary for Milliman Inc. for 5 years in New York, working on a 
variety of consulting assignments in the US and Europe. He began his 
career as a consulting actuary for Deloitte (formerly Bacon & Woodrow) 
in London. Matt earned a BSc with Honors, in Mathematics and 
Economics from the University of Bristol. 
 
 
BECKY MEYER, CPA 
Senior Accreditation Manager 
National Association of Insurance Commissioners 
 

Becky Meyer is the Senior Accreditation Manager at 
the National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners (NAIC). She oversees the NAIC’s 
accreditation program and works with states to 
help ensure understanding and compliance with 
the program, including analysis, examination and 

legal elements. Ms. Meyer also provides staff 
support to the Financial Regulation Standards and 

Accreditation (F) Committee and the Risk Retention Group (E) Task 
Force. Prior to her employment with the NAIC, Ms. Meyer worked 
approximately six years at a public accounting firm. Ms. Meyer graduated 



from Truman State University with Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in 
accounting. 
 
GEOFFREY MILLER 
Senior Risk Manager 
Custom House Risk Advisors 
 

Geoffrey’s background is as a policyholder-side 
insurance coverage attorney, but he currently 
serves as a third-party risk manager primarily 
focused on real estate and cyber risk management 
and insurance. Geoffrey has worked as a risk 
manager overseeing contracts and insurance for 

large construction projects and represented real 
estate developers, investors, hotel owners, and 

contractors from everything to insurance program management to 
litigation. Geoffrey also specializes in cyber risk management, having 
worked with a variety of construction, utility, and service-industry 
companies, to minimize and insure cyber risks in addition to representing 
and advising those companies when cyber losses occur. 
 
MARCI D. MITKOFF 
Attorney at Law  
Marks, O'Neill, O'Brien, Doherty & Kelly, P.C. 
 

Marci D. Mitkoff is Of Counsel with Marks, O’Neill, 
O’Brien, Doherty & Kelly’s New York office.  She is 
admitted to practice in New York and New Jersey. 
 She is also a member of the New York State 
Medical Defense Bar Association.  
 

Marci graduated from Brandeis University in 1985 
with a bachelor’s degree in Political Science. She then 

attended Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, graduating in 1988. 
 During law school, Marci was a Samuel Belkin Scholar.  
 
Since joining Marks O’Neill in 2015, Marci has focused her practice on 
the defense of medical professionals, nursing homes, contractors and 
aestheticians.  She has handled claims regarding premises liability, 
products liability and toxic tort.  Marci has extensive trial experience, 
having taken numerous favorable verdicts throughout New York City, 
Nassau County and New Jersey. Marci is also a member of Marks 
O’Neill’s Diversity & Inclusion Committee.  



 
Marci lives in New Jersey with her husband and two children.  She 
enjoys reading, cooking and watching her children play sports.  
 
ROD NOFZIGER 
Chief Operating Officer 
OOIDA RRG 
 

Rod Nofziger serves as the Chief Operating Officer 
for the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers 
Association (OOIDA). In his present capacity, Mr. 
Nofziger oversees various advocacy and business 
operational activities for the Association.  Prior to 
his current role, Mr. Nofziger served as OOIDA’s 

Director of Government Affairs where he directed 
the Association’s federal legislative and regulatory 

lobbying efforts in Washington, DC.  Preceding his time with OOIDA, 
Rod worked for the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on 
Transportation & Infrastructure and was employed as a lobbyist for 
Washington, DC-based law firms. 
 
 
SEAN O'DONNELL 
Director of Finance Examination, Risk Finance Bureau 
District of Columbia Dept. of Ins., Securities and Banking 
 

Since 2007, Sean has been the Director of Financial 
Examination in the Risk Finance Bureau at the 
District of Columbia Department of Insurance, 
Securities and Banking (DISB). Sean’s duties 
include reviews of licensing applications and 
business plan changes for DC captives and risk 

retention groups and overseeing the financial 
analysis and examination of DC captives and risk 

retention groups. Sean graduated from Loyola College in Baltimore, 
Maryland, and holds the CPA and Certified Financial Examiner 
Designations. 
 
  



CHRIS PAYNE 
Treasurer 
CLIC Risk Retention Group, Inc. 
 

For 40 years, Chris Payne has specialized in captive 
insurance business strategy, mergers and 
acquisitions, and reinsurance. He began his career 
as a Lloyd’s of London broker placing treaty 
reinsurance for medical professional liability 
insurers in the United States. He has worked as a 

consultant and board level advisor to both 
established and start-up captive insurers, self-

insurance funds, and private corporations. 
 
Chris is the founder and sponsor of CLIC Risk Retention Group, Inc., the 
only group captive insurer in the cannabis industry. 
 
 
CHRISTINE PECHA  
Vice President, Specialty Programs & Business Development, 
One80Intermediaries, Inc.  

Christine Pecha advises the private or public 
sectors on risk management strategies relating to 
their Directors & Officers and Errors & Omissions 
exposures, employment practices, and cyber 
liability.  Christine focuses on alternative risks, 

specialty insurance programs, and risk transfers as 
well as diverse challenges that business managers 

and CFOs face in their day to day operations, including their executive 
roles as directors and officers and Board responsibilities.  

  



JOSEPH L. PETRELLI 
President 
Demotech, Inc. 
 

Joseph L. Petrelli is the President and Founder of 
Demotech, Inc.  Organized in 1985, Demotech, Inc. 
is a Columbus, Ohio based financial analysis 
company.  Demotech reviews and rates regional 
and specialty insurers, title underwriters, risk 
retention groups and health care sharing 

ministries. Financial Stability Ratings® of A or better 
are accepted by the secondary mortgage 

marketplace, virtually all mortgage lenders and an increasing number of 
umbrella insurance markets, insurance agents errors and omissions 
insurance carriers, hospitals and other informed third parties.  On July 
11, 2022, the Securities and Exchange Commission Office of Credit 
Ratings registered Demotech as the tenth Nationally Recognized 
Statistical Rating Organization. 
 
Prior to forming Demotech, Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company, 
Countryway Insurance and ISO employed Petrelli.  Petrelli is a member 
in good standing of the Casualty Actuarial Society, Society of Actuaries, 
and the American Academy of Actuaries.  
 
Joe and his wife and business partner, Sharon, reside in Columbus Ohio.  
They have two adult children, Vickie and Joe, and four grandchildren, JJ, 
Marissa, Luca and Ellis.  
 
 
WILLIAM PIEL 
Vice President 
Opus Investment Management 
 

Bill joined Opus Investment Management in 2007 as 
an Assistant Portfolio Manager and currently holds 
the position of President, Opus Institutional 
Markets. In his current capacity, he leads 
investment strategy development, oversees 
marketing and sales efforts, and manages 

portfolios for Opus’ institutional client business.  Bill 
has experience partnering with a variety of account 

types, including insurance companies and pension funds. Prior to joining 
Opus, Bill was employed with Genworth Financial as an Asset Liability 



Analyst within their Institutional Markets Group where he was focused on 
identifying risk mismatches in their portfolio. 
 
LEON L. RIVES, II 
Chief Visionary Officer 
RH CPAs, PLLC 
 

Leon L. Rives II is the Chief Visionary Officer in the 
firm. Leon co-founded the firm and is an investor in 
several different businesses. Leon has authored 
more than 15 courses on insurance, insurance 
accounting, and insurance company taxation. Leon 
is a regular speaker at board meetings and brings 

his 17 years of experience combined with the ability 
to communicate complex matters in an easy-to-

understand practical approach.  
 
Leon regularly comments on legislative matters affecting the insurance 
industry in many domiciles. Leon also provides consulting services to a 
multitude of types of insurance companies. Leon spends most of his time 
consulting on complex tax and accounting matters regarding formations, 
new lines of business, mergers and acquisitions and supporting 
insurance company C-suite leaders and captive managers across the 
company and overseas. 
 
 
DAVID ROBERTS 
Partner 
Crowe LLP 
 

David Roberts is an audit partner at Crowe LLP in the 
insurance practice within the Financial Services 
group.  David has over 25 years of experience and 
has spent his entire career serving the audit and 
accounting needs of insurance entities of all types.  
He has significant experience with the operations 

of insurance companies including traditional 
insurance companies and alternative risk vehicles of 

all types.  David has significant expertise with insurance entity financial 
reporting matters related to U.S GAAP, NAIC Statutory and IFRS 
reporting.  David is a frequent speaker at regional and national insurance 
conferences and is an author and presenter of multiple internally 



developed insurance training programs delivered both internally at 
Crowe and externally.  David practices out of Crowe’s Tampa, FL office. 
 
 
MICHAEL J. SCHROEDER 
Chairman 
Allied Professionals Insurance Company  
 

Michael J. Schroeder previously served as the 
Chairman of the National Risk Retention 
Association (NRRA). He has also served on the 
NRRA Board for eight years. Mike is the Chairman 
of Allied Professionals Insurance Company (APIC), 
which he founded. He has extensive background in 

alternative healthcare.  
 

Mike has represented the American Chiropractic Association, the 
California Chiropractic Association, the California State Board of 
Chiropractic Examiners, the American Podiatric Medical Association, the 
California Podiatric Medical Association, the California Acupuncture 
Association, and the California Chapter of the American Massage 
Therapy Association.  
 
He has formed and been a member of numerous boards and foundations 
serving the allied and alternative health professions. He founded the 
National Chiropractic Council, the American Acupuncture Council, and 
the American Massage Council, all of which are insurance buying 
groups.  
 
Mike holds a Bachelor’s Degree in History and a Juris Doctorate from the 
University of Southern California. He is a member of the USC Gould 
School of Law Board of Councilors. He received the highest ratings A-V 
for ethics and legal ability from Martindale-Hubbell. He is admitted to the 
Bar in California and Hawaii, and is an experienced appellate lawyer who 
is also admitted to practice before the Federal Courts of Appeal and the 
United States Supreme Court.  
 
  



SARA SCHROEDER 
Associate General Counsel  
Allied Professionals Insurance Services 
 

Sara Schroeder is Associate General Counsel at 
Allied Professionals Insurance Services, focusing 
on healthcare professional liability claims. She has 
a J.D. from Harvard Law School and an LL.M. in 
Insurance Law from University of Connecticut. 
 

 
 

TIMOTHY F. SULLIVAN, RPLU  
Chief Operating Officer 
Recreation Risk Retention Group 
 

Tim Sullivan has worked in the insurance claims field 
for almost 40 years.  For the past 30 years, Tim 
has focused on Professional Liability claims 
involving lawyers, accountants, public officials, real 
estate agents, insurance company D&O and E&O, 
and insurance agents.   

 
Tim graduated from Indiana University School of 

Liberal Arts with a BA in Political Science.   He received the designation 
of Registered Professional Liability Underwriter from the Professional 
Liability Underwriting Society in 1998.   
 
Tim has been a frequent speaker at insurance association events on a 
variety of claim avoidance and D&O liability and corporate management 
issues. 
 

TERRI SUTTON 
Attorney  
Cozen O'Connor 
 

Terri Sutton has a wide range of experience advising 
insurers and litigating complex coverage issues 
under medical malpractice, pollution, professional 
and general liability, and excess/umbrella policies, 
and bad faith. Terri routinely drafts policy forms for 
insurers, risk retention groups, and risk pools. 

 



 
MICHAEL R. TERELMES 
Managing Director-USA 
Compre Group 
  

Mike is the Managing Director of Compre’s US 
operations where his focus is on growing 
operations in the US, generating new opportunities 
and supporting the US team.  He has over thirty 
years of M&A, financial management and 
accounting experience in the insurance and 

financial services sector.  
 

Prior to joining Compre, he served for 20 years as the CFO of SiriusPoint 
Global Solutions, a US based legacy solutions company and was a 
member of the board of directors of several of its subsidiary insurance 
companies.  He also worked at Travelers Insurance and Bank of 
America. 
  
Mike’s experience includes all aspects of insurance M&A 
deal/transaction process from business generation to deal structuring to 
execution and implementation.  He also has extensive expertise in GAAP 
and Statutory accounting and reporting, strategic planning and modeling. 
He earned his CPA designation in 1995 and CGMA designation in 2014. 
  
 
ANNE MARIE TOWLE 
Global Captive Solutions Leader 
Hylant 
 

A veteran of the captive insurance industry, Anne 
Marie Towle leads the Global Captive Solutions 
team at Hylant.  
 
She has over 25 years of experience with diverse 
projects and has worked with captives and other 

alternative risk transfer vehicles in many key 
onshore and offshore domiciles. Prior to joining 

Hylant, Anne Marie was an Executive Vice President with JLT, and 
formerly a Senior Consultant with Willis Towers Watson for over 7 years. 
Anne Marie also spent time as a Senior Manager in public accounting 
and 10 years in taxation, where she provided consultancy services to 
captive owners.  



 
Anne Marie managed client projects through feasibility and 
implementation processes in structuring captives and manage their 
accounting and tax compliance functions. Before that, for over 6 years, 
Anne Marie worked in private industry in the insurance tax departments 
of several Fortune 500 insurance and financial institution companies. 
 
Throughout her career, Anne Marie has been closely involved in captive 
insurance organizations at the local, state and national level. She serves 
on the Board of Directors for the Vermont Captive Insurance Association 
(VCIA), Vice-Chair for the North Carolina Captive Insurance Association 
(NCCIA), and the International Center for Captive Insurance Education 
(ICCIE); the curriculum committee for ICCIE and an instructor for ICCIE 
courses; and the conference committees of the (2017 Chair) VCIA, 
Captive Insurance Companies Association (CICA), World Captive Forum 
(WCF) and the South Carolina Captive Insurance Association (SCCIA). 
 
 
ROBERT WALLING III 
Principal & Consulting Actuary  
Pinnacle Actuarial Resources, Inc.  
  

Robert Walling is a principal and consulting actuary 
with Pinnacle Actuarial Resources, Inc. He has 
been in the insurance industry since 1989, as a 
consultant since 1997. Robert is focused on 
actuarial studies for captives and self-insureds, 
enterprise risk management (ERM), commercial 

lines ratemaking and loss reserving, legislative 
costing, regulatory consulting, and litigation support.  

 
  
He has consecutively been named one of Captive Review’s Captive 
Power 50. Robert has served on numerous CAS and AAA committees, 
task forces, and working groups — as the chair on several of them. 
Robert is also a member of the faculty of the International Center for 
Captive Insurance Education (ICCIE). He is a frequent speaker at 
industry meetings on captives and alternative markets, ERM, insurance 
regulatory issues, medical professional liability and government 
insurance program topics, predictive analytics and professionalism. 
 



WILLIAM P. WHITE 
Managing Principal 
Acuity Strategic Consulting   
 

Bill White has a broadly based career in the 
insurance industry and government regulation that 
includes executive management positions for 
insurance and reinsurance companies and 
appointed positions with state and federal 
government agencies.  His background includes 

insurance and reinsurance underwriting positions, 
financial market regulation, and strategic development 

responsibilities in traditional and alternative insurance risk financing 
operations.   
 
As an independent consultant, he developed management and 
administrative operations for captive insurance domiciles in the District of 
Columbia and the State of Delaware.  During his tenure as 
Commissioner of Insurance, Securities and Banking for the District of 
Columbia, Bill developed and implemented regulations including policies 
to meet federal requirements under the Dodd-Frank and Affordable Care 
Acts. Also, he was involved with development of global supervisory 
standards through the National Association of Insurance Commissioners 
(NAIC) and as an appointed member of the first Federal Advisory 
Committee on Insurance, supporting the Federal Insurance Office (FlO) 
at the U.S. Treasury. 
 
Bill is a graduate of Dartmouth College, received an MBA in International 
Finance from New York University, and an Associate in Reinsurance 
(ARe) designation from the Insurance Institute of America. 
 
  



B. TROY WINCH 
Vice President - Director of Captive Insurance 
Risk Services, LLC 
 

Troy Winch is a Certified Public Accountant (CPA), 
who has over twenty-five years of experience in the 
formation and management of captive insurance 
companies and is a former Director and Treasurer 
for the National Risk Retention Association board, 
a national Association representing the interests of 

entities formed under the Federal Liability Risk 
Retention Act.  His background includes four years 

working in the Vermont captive industry, three years in the Hawaii 
captive industry and most currently, responsible for the oversight of Risk 
Services’ seventy plus captive clients domiciled in a variety of onshore 
and offshore domiciles.  Under Troy’s guidance, Risk Services was 
recognized by the Risk Retention Reporter as the number one captive 
management firm in the U.S. in regard to formation of new Risk 
Retention Groups in the past decade. 
 
Troy has worked with a diversified group of single parent captives, 
group/Association captives, Risk Retention Groups and segregated cell 
facilities domiciled in Arizona, Montana, Bermuda, District of Columbia, 
Hawaii, Nevada, South Carolina, Delaware and Vermont.  His client base 
has been from a variety of industries such as transportation, auto 
warranty, health care entities, health care professional groups, long-term 
care facilities, higher education, retail, life insurance, travel, advertising, 
and non-profit organizations. His responsibilities for these clients 
includes preparation of the application for licensure, oversight and review 
of the day to day operations, quarterly and annual statements for filing 
with the NAIC and other regulatory agencies, regulatory compliance 
filings, serving in officer and director roles and making Board of Director's 
meeting presentations.   
  
Prior to entering the captive and alternative risk transfer industry, Troy 
was employed by the “Big 4” accounting firm of Ernst & Young, LLP.  
Troy is a 1992 graduate of Mercyhurst College in Erie, Pennsylvania, 
graduating Summa Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Arts in Accounting. 
 
  



GERALD C. YOSHIDA 
Attorney 
Goodsill Anderson Quinn & Stifel 
 

Gerald C. Yoshida practices in the area of corporate 
and insurance regulatory law, with an emphasis in 
captive insurance and risk retention groups. 
 
Gerald was instrumental in licensing the first 
captive insurance company in the State of Hawaii 

in 1987. With his years and depth of knowledge and 
experience, it allows him to advise clients on a variety 

of routine as well as complex insurance arrangements, and corporate 
governance matters. Gerald's clients range from privately-held entities to 
national and multi-national Fortune 500 and Fortune Global 500 
companies located both in and outside of U.S., including Japan.  
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